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Left toright: Rasna Pvt Ltd CMD Piruz Khambatta, Ficci Gujarat State Councal MSME Committee chair-
man and Troikaa Pharmaceuticals MD Ketan Patel, Cll Gujarat State Council vice-chairman and Hi-Rel
Electronics MD Piyush Shah, FE, Ahmedabad, resident editor Jyotsna Bhatnagar, Gujarat State Minis-
ter for Industries Saurabhbhai Patel, SBI, Ahmedabad, GM N Ravichandran and SME Chamber of India
president Chandrakant Salunkhe at the round table conference on ‘Small and Medium Enterprises:

The Indian Growth Story and the SMEs', in Ahmedabad on Tuesday

Gujarat bets big on SMEs
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Ahmedabad, Aug9

tustothestate's SME sec-
tor through a common
branding and marketing
platform, the Gujarat gov-
ernment is planning to pro-
mote its 'Made in Gujarat'
campaigninabigway.
Speaking at a round table
conference on 'Small and
Medium Enterprises: The
Indian Growth Story and the
SMESs', a joint countrywide
initiative of the State Bank
of India and The Financial
Express, state industries
minister Saurabhbhai Patel
hinted at government sup-
port to SMEs carrying

I N a bid to provide impe-

promise of quality and inno-
vation. He added that the
government's venture fi-
nance schemes were al-
ways there to sup-
port deserving
enterprises. The
minister ac-
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an innovation-cum-incuba-
tion centre that would meet
the needs of budding ven-
tures, in next two to
three years.

The interactive
session was at-
(“ tended by SBIL

knowledged Ahmedabad,
thatsome banks QO Ly general man-
were still fol- 04' e ager N
lowing a con- Ravichandran,
servative FER?' CII Gujarat State

approach
inlendingfundsto SMEs, an
issuewhich thestate govern-
ment was taking up with the
central government.

On the government's role
as a facilitator in SME
growth, the minister said
the state was coming up with

Council vice-chairman
and Hi-Rel Electronics MD
Pivush Shah, Ficci Gujarat
State Council MSME Com-
mittee  chairman  and
Troikaa Pharmaceuticals
CMD Ketan Patel, Rasna Pvt
Ltd CMD Piruz Khambatta
and SME Chamber of India

president Chandrakant
Salunkhe. The session threw
light on various aspects of
SMEs, especiallythosein Gu-
jarat, theirgrowth prospects,
problemsandroleinacceler-
ating growth of the Indian
manufacturingsector.

The panelists in the dis-
cussion came up with vari-
ous suggestions for the bud-
dingentrepreneursaswellas
the established ones for
strengthening and widening
their base beyond the bound-
ariesof Gujarat.

PiyvushShahdiscussedhis
team's experiences in deal-
ing with issues related to
running his business suc-
cessfully. Responding to ob-
servationsmade by Ketan Pa-

tel that innovation had a big
role in building successful
brands, panelistssaid that in
fact innovation was the key
to meeting competition suc-
cessfullyatall levels.

NRavichandransaid that
ratingof an SMEforlending
purposes wasadelicate task
and therefore, instead of re-
lyingonoutsideratingagen-
cies, SBI had developed its
own model of credit rating
since it were the banks
which understood their
clients better than anyone
else. Chandrakant
Salunkhe gave tips on how
SMEs could operate in the
current situation.



